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Original Communications. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
LHETTHER Vit. | 
TO “THE REV. DR.” MILNOR, OF N. Y, 

Sir : Having brought the inquiry and inves- 
tigation which I proposed to a close, it only re- 
mains for me to add a few concluding remarks, 
and then take my leave both of you and the 
subject. : 

That the investigation has not been entirely 
pleasant to you cannot be doubted, nor was it 
even designed by me to be so, since the mind 
which could give credence to such an idiotic 
tale as the one which has caused this inquiry, 
cannot, in the nature of things, be calculated to 
meet investigation openly, and to see its darl- 
ing theories exposed to the test of reason. At 
least this is my opinion, and I cannot doubt 
but, even yourself, in any different yet Hel 
case, would fully assume the same position. 

The nature of the tale you related, its fool- 
ish disregard of probability, and above all the 
ridiculous pretence’set up in favor of supernat- 
ural agency, at the expense of the laws of na- 
ture, in its accomplishment, all combine to 
show, in the most lucid manner, that the cre- 
dence of these around you has been the cause 
of inducing you to abandon the plain and even 
path of reason, for the flighty and absurd course 
tao often pursued by the visionary dreamer, 
who constantly relies upon the aid of such 
events as, in the ordinary course of life, are not 
expected to transpire. 

However revolting this picture of the hu- 
man mind may be, to him who sat as the orig- 
inal, still past events but too faithfully show 
that flattery can no longer be used towards 
you, with any degree of safety, by those who 
wish you well—among whom I certainly am 

‘ entitled to be numbered. It is, perhaps, a 
fair conclusion that you never expected an 
inquiry inte the particulars of the tale, at the 
time of narration ; and that it was told for the 
purpose of exciting she vacant stare of wonder, 











at the moment, without reflecting that it might 
be the origin of much aaxiety and chagrin, at 
a future peried. Yet such has been_ the re- 
sult. hen I first addressed you, doubting: 
that you ever had been guilty of so peculiar a 
transaction, how gladly would vou have exon- 
erated yourself from the imputation cast upon 
you by the tale, had sucha_ thing been practi- 

! Asit was not, your silence did not sur- 

‘Me, as it was the only alternative. Since 

t trial you have had the mortification to learn 
that, in the very neighborhood where the mir- 
acle was said by you to have happened, no 
transaction of the kind you mentioned was 
known to have taken place, or any train of cir- 
cumstances remembered that could possibly 
give rise to so idle a relation. When this fact 
was made public by me there were friends of su- 
perstition in this section of the country who 
fondly hoped the investigation raight end there, 
and that all farther inquiry might be abandon- 
ed. Itseemed necessary, however, to pursue 
the subject to the end, and It have done so.— 
You have been shown the evil propensity of 
“ pious frauds,” the unwholesome effect of su- 
perstition, in general, and the wicked deception 
which such stories produce on the public mind, 
in relation to the Christian Sabbath. 

I might, it is true, have made my communi- 
cations to you, privately, and thereby have 
saved you the chagrin arising from fublic ex 
posure: But this course would have availed 
me little. Tam one of those your story was 
calculated to reach, and the fault is certainly 
not yours, that I was not superstitious enough 
to believe it. I therefore deemed it my duty. 
to give the public such information as a_ strict 
investigation might furnish. This I have done 
and so widely have the result of my inquiry, 
been circulated* that in those communities 
where but recently the tale had none to dispute 
its absurdities, ithas now become a bye-word 


and areproach. A stigma has attached itself 
to it, with it, will hereafter be included 
all folly ofthe same kind,) and the author and 
publisher have not always escaped the censure — 
of those who have condemned the ‘ pious fraud.’ 

Having now discharged my duty, as a chris- 
tian, tomy conscience and to my fellow men, 
I have to add my best wishes for vour fu- 
ture virtue and happiness. That the lesson 


* When “ P? commenced this series of Leiters 
there were 1200 copies of the Gospel Advocate prin- 
ted weekly—at this time there are 1700 copies print- 
ed each week. 
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you have been taught, by this investigation, 
may prove the means of setting you right in 
like cases, in future, I most earnestly pray, and 
while I pointedly condemn the course you pur- 
sued in relation to this pretended miracle, I 
may, perhaps, safely indulge the hope that it 
may prove the last sin of the kind, that can ev- 
er be laid to your charge. I now bid you a- 


dieu. r. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
CALVINISM IN TROUBLE. 

We learn, by late numbers of the Western 
Recorder, that “ Orthodoxy,” in and about U- 
tica, is sadly troubled about Universalism. We 
have long wished to see some of the calvinistic 
editors enter the field of investigation and argu- 
ment, against the Universalists, if they dared, 
but we have not been fortunate enough to see 
it, although we have offered to become one of 
the parties in the matter. We have urged it as 
asacred duty, which Calvinists owe to society, 
to putus down if we are wrong—but we have 
urged in vain, for fear knows no duty. But it 
seems those who manage and preside over the 
“Western Recorder” begin to think something 
must be done, and in that paper of the 4th -in- 
Stant we find the following: 

« Another class of bard Questions is offered to U- 
niyersalists to-day, through the favor of our corres- 
pondent, North Woodsman. A similar communica- 


tion wili also appear next week. The object of the 


writer scems to be, to furnish those with arguments, 
whe are assailed by false teachers. 

‘There are not, we believe, any considerable 
pumbers in this district of country, who acknowledge 
themselves to be Universalists: but the numbers of 
those who desire to seek refuge in that heresy, we 
fear, are considerable.” 

“ Hard, questions,” truly—dhd, perhaps the 
reader would be gratified with a specimen.— 
We will take the first in the “Class,” as Mr, 
Hastings calls the piece. After repeating 
what cannot be controverted, viz. that God will 
punish none, except it be for the sufferer’s 
good, we have the following sage question : 

+ Do not the best of earthly parents find it necessa- 
ry to punish a bad child, in order to support their au- 
thority ?” a 

Now let us admit this writer’s position, 
(which, by the way is not tenable, even in this 
one question) and see to what it leads. The 
parent, says the writer, punishes to maintain 
his authority. This removes the trouble one 
question farther off, which is its only effect. I 
will answer, he does! Now itis my turn to 
question, and I ask what object has the parent 
in supporting his authority over the child? Now 
my opponent is at the end of his rope, and 
must answer it is for the good of the child.— 
This is all that remains for him to say, What 
collective wisdom there was in this question— 
how near has it come to overturning the whole 
of God’s plan of Universal happiness for his 
creatures in afuture world! It proves, at last, 
the very position we contend fur, viz. that the 
creature is punished only for his ultimate good. 








Mr. Hastings tells us, in the piece I have Guiot- 
ed, that the obyect of the writer seems to be, to 
furnish those with arguments, whe are assailed 
by false teachers*. Would that some one would 
furnish Mr. Hastings with arguments! there 
never was a man who needed them more!!— 
Again Mr. Hastiags thinks there are not many 
about him who acknowledge themselves Uni- 
versalists. This lets out a secret. How hap. 
pens it, if there are not a considerable number 
of Universalists about you, Mr. H. that you 
want to furnish arguments against its teachers ?* 
Poor, deluded man, I would that you might 
come to a knowledge of the truth, when such 
twisting and dodging would not be needed to 
support opinions, 

To cut the matter short you had better go to 
the bottem of this subject, at once, and test its 
truth, I deliberately tell you, and ali who think 
with you, that there is not one word in the old 
testament or in the new, that teaches there isa 
plate of punishment for a single human being, 
in whieh he is to suffer after he leaves this state 
of existence. This is plain language, which you 
cannot mistake, The position is a broad one, 
and will be as broadly defended, should you 
see fit to trust your’ views in, opposition to it. 
The Calvinists in this quarter have some of 
them examined the subject, but decline the at- 
tempt. ‘That you may not begin this work in 
the dark, I will give you some information, or 
as you would call it, furnish you with a clue to 
my arguments, before you set out. There is a 
book (to which I suppose you aré a stranger) 
written by one Balfour, upon the subject of a 
place of future punishment, after death. That 
book, should you take up this subject, will cause 
you much trouble, and it might be as well for 
you, perhaps, to read it before you encounter 
its contents. I will give you one more assur- 
ance, and then dismiss the subject for the pres- 
ent. Should you see fit to enter the lists a- 
gainst the position I have assumed, I pledge 
myself that you shall totally fail to make out 
your case, even thuugh the whole Auburn The- 
ological Seminary Jend you their assistance. 

Fe 


*It will be observed that Mr. Hastings calls 
preachers of God’s universal goodness, “false teach- 
ers.” 


tee 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
WELL DONE, MASSACHUSETTS! 

For several years past the bands of Super- 
stition have been giving away in Massachusetts, 
and the dominion of the priests, over the minds 
of the people, has proportionably lessened. By 
late Boston papers we learn with unfeigned 
pleasure, that a total revision of the Common 
School law of that state, took place at the last 
session of “the General Court.” 

The law, as it heretofore existed, obliged ev- 
ery teacherofa common school to procure 4 
certificate, of the clergyman of the town where 
he proposed to teach, prior to commencing his 
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school ; and without such certificate, no man 
was allowed to occupy the station of district 


school teacher. 
vils, as every prie 
would refuse a ce 


was of his own faith and practice ; and the re- 


sult was, that wh: 


a narrow minded and bigoted priest, was sure 


Such a law led to manifold e- 
st who chanced to be a bigot, 
rtificate unless the applicant 


itever town was cursed with 


to have a man of the same character to teach 


the children in all its public schools, 


The re- 


| 


his own party and opinion, than to make good 
men of his proselytes, wiittever you may think 
of his heart, you will afdeast conclude that his 
zeal is not according te his knowledge. 
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‘“ THE THING As 1T 1s.”—Job. 
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vised law takes this power from the class of 
mien who are the last that should ever have 
been entrusted with it, and gives it to a school 


WHAT IS RELIGION? 
If we may form an opinion from the conduct of 





coinmittee of the town, to consist of not less 
than five persons, to be chosen annually, in 
This will release the 
schools of that state from a heavy misfortune 
ander which they have long labored, placing 
them beyond the reach of the clergy, and there- 


public town meeting. 


by enabling them to be made increasedly use- 


jul. It isa trium 


ph almost equal to the 


obtained in this state by the people, over one 


J. V.N. Yates, late tract distributer for the 


\. ¥. “ State Tract Society.” 
The time seems to have come when these 


clogs to improvement have no place left in the 
minds of the people. 


M. G, 





FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATR. 


ORTHODOX FALLIBILITY. 


Mr. Editor : In the month of January last I 
eld a public debate with Mr, D. Whitmore, in 
the town of Salem, Ohio, and, as [ have been 


informed, he has since declared that the Lord 


went with him to the debate, and stoad by him 
till he had spoken once—that then, strange to 


tell, he left him! All this is possible if not prob- 
able; for when I had replied to his first argu- 


ment, I asked hima question which he had pre- 
viously agreed to answer ; but instead of doing 
so, he flatly denied having made such an agree- 
Now, the agreement I can prove to 


ment! 


have been made between us, and the whole, 


when taken together renders it apparent that 
his God did leave him to fight his own battles 
—probably on account of not being disposed 


to associate with the man who in the hour of 


danger will deser 


t his friend ! 
D. ST, CLAIR. 


Chardon, April 4, 1826. 


Religion does not consist in little nicetiesand 
trifling distinctions, youare to distinguish be- 
tween truth and error, and embrace the one 
But never lay great 


and reject the 





other. 


weight on things which have no relation to prac- 


tice ; nor make light of small things, which are 


immediately connected with duty : if you see a 


man meek, humble, practice piety himself, and 
promote it among others ; you may think him 


religious, though you suppose him to have a- 


dopted some groundless opinions, If you see 


one contentious about religion, condemning all 
who think not as he does, in sowing the seed of the greatest of all duties is performed. But here lies 


discord, and in causing divisions amo 
ren, and more zealous to make preaitan to: 





breth- 


professing christians the majority would give an an- 
swer to the above inquiry, which would be directly 
opposed to the truth. There are many who seem to 
think that religion consists igthe performance of cer- 
tain acts of devotion, the observance of certain par- 
ticularordinances, an implicit belief in articles of 
faith, or a strict observance of those rites and ceremo- 
mies which have been, by long establisled usage 
rendered sacred in the estimation of the. multitude. 
But we take the liberty to enter our protest against 
such opinions. 

It is well for the christian that hisduty is so plainly 
marked out before him that the way-faring man may 
understand it. The scriptures are explicit on this™ 
point, & leave no room for doubt or uncertainty in re- 
lation to the essentials of pure and undefiled religion. 
We are told by the eminent apostle James, that 
“pure religion, and undefiled befure God and the 
Father, is rms, to visit the fatherless and widows in 
their affiiction, and to keep himself unspotted from the 
world.” This declaration of the inspired penman 1s 
in perfect unison with the precepts of our Saviour and 
his apostles generally, and affords an answer to the 
question which heads this article. If, then, we take the 
above plain and unequivocal declaration for a crite- 
rion by which to determine the genuineness of reli- 
gion, we shall be constrained to admit, that an atten- 
dance vn public worship, an observance of any par- 
ticular seasons of devotional exercise, or even devo- 
tion itself, are not religion nor any part thereof. The 
man, therefore, whose religion consists only in such 
observances, is as destitute of pure and undefiled reli- 
gion as the savage of the forest. The prayers, praises, 
exhortations, and entreaties of mankind, are no part 
of pure religion, and should never be considered as 
such. Our faith, our prayers, our devotions, and our 
praises, may be good and beneficial to ourselyes—~ 
possibly soto others; but they are only good in pro- 
portion to their tendency to promote real or pure re- 
ligion. The religious exercises of christians are only 
the means by which a better or beneficial result is 
to be obtained. But mankind are‘apt to consider 
thase means as the object and end of their pursuits.— 
The majority of professing christians appear to ima- 
gine, that, if they attend public worship--pay tythes 
of all they possess—pray often and loud—exliort oth- 
ers to be as holy as themselves—and believe as they 
believe, the end of all righteousness is attained, and 


the mistake. Our observance ofall those duties, will 





be of no good effect, unless it produces factivity apd 
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creates or excites within usa disposition to alleviate 
the distresses of our fellow beings. Of what benefit 
can it be to us or to others to say, ‘ be ye fed, and be 


ye clothed,” or what advantage can result from our | 


prayers, our exhortations, or our tears, unless they 


lead us to the practice of that religion which is re- | 
| to ancient traditions, but wonders how universalist 
can have the hardihood to reject the opinions of falh- 
produce in our hearts and in the hearts of othersy| ble men:—He claims a good share, of charity for 


commended by the apostle? Our devotions are not 
tolerated by the scriptures, unless their object is, to 


those charitable and friendly feelings which would 
lead the professor to the hovel of wretchedness, and 
would open his purse to the poor and needy! The 
man, therefore, who boasts of his devotions, and is 
proud of his prayers, & at the same time neglects the 
widows and fatherless; or the sanctified professor who 
bestows his charity on objects who are underserving, 
are hypocrites indeed! One act of kindness and gen- 
uine charity—one mite bestowed on the really meces- 
sitous, would outweigh, in the balance of the sanctu- 
ary, all the boasted prayers, missionary exertions, and 
‘‘ unchristian benevolence” of the nineteenth centu- 
ry. 

By this criterion we may determine the value of 
the popular exertions of christians in this and othe! 
ages. Has it been the leading object with professors 
to induce mankind to visit the widows and fatherless ? 
If so, they are truly religious. Butif they. have es. 
teemed the services of the sanctuary, the devotions 
of the closet, or the salvation of sinners from the 
‘wrath of God” of more consequence than acts of 
real charity, their exertionsand their zeal will be 
weighed in the balance and found wanting. A word 
to the wise is sufficient. 


Seana 


*“‘CHRISTIAN BAPTIST.” 

The above is the title ofa periodical work issued at 
“¢ Buffaloe,” Kentucky, aad edited by Mr. A. Camp- 
bell. The ostensible object of the editor appears 
to be the very laudable one of effecting a reformation 
in the faith and practices of christians. In order to 
attain this very desirable end, the work maintains 
the necessity of returning to the first principles of 
christianity and copying after the examples of the 
primitive christians. All this appears well. We 
can cordially wish the editor of the Christian Bap- 
tist success in his undertaking, so far as his views of 
religion are compatible with divine truth. No one 
can more ardently desire a reformation in the doc- 
trines and morals of mankind than ourselves. Our 
exertions are directed to the attainment of this ob- 
ject, and we hail as brethren and fellow laborers all 
those who are inclined to Jend a hand in the work of 
pulling down the strong holds of error and clerical 
imposition. But, mark, reader. To effect a refor- 
mation, the axe must be laid at the root of the tree, 
and every unfruitful branch of a degenerate vine 
must be lopped off and burned in the fire. The 
cause must be removed or the cure will be imperfect. 
The question arises, does Mr. Campbell aim ata 
thorough and effectual reformation, or only at a 
change in some less important matters of faith and 
practice? We would not be uncharitable; but re- 





ally, it appears tome that he overlooks the weightier 


matters of the law and devotes his talents to those 
non-essential parts of christianity, which, if attained, 


' can do but little more than to distinguish a new sect 


from an old one. He professes to be liberal but cop. 
demns with an unsparing band his opponents :~He ri- 
dicules the steadfastness with which mankind adhere 


himself, and threatens with damnation thove who re- 

fuse the boon he demands! He is thus armed and 

equipped according to /aw with the weapons of dam- 

nation and death, and will probably accomplish as 

much as several others have done, and at last leave 

on earth a legacy to his followers consisting of an 

‘‘ism” and the blessings of a system the essentials of 
which are composed of meats and drinks and divers 
washings and carnal ordinances. We feel no dispo- 
sition to contend with him on these matters, for our 
charity will lead us to extend the hand of friendship 
to him and his brethren, and regard him and them as 
eating and drinking unto the Lord; but whenever he 
betrays his ignorance of universalism in attempts to 
oppose it on orthodox grounds, we shall endeavor to 
refute his arguments and illustrate the impotency of 
his aspersions. An article in his 5th number headed 
‘‘ universalism,” deserves some attention, and shall 
réceive a passing remark in some futere number ray 
the Gospel Advocate. 


TO OUR READERS. ¢ 

In compliance with the requests of many of our 
patrons, we have concluded, hereafter to publish, in 
the Advocate, a series of sermons on interesting pas- 
sages of scripture. In doing this, it is our intention 
todirect our humble endeavors towards the desirable 
object of disseminating a knowledge of the truth a- 
mong our distant brethren who patronize our labors. 
We have not the vanity to suppose, that our produc- 
tions, of this kind, will compare with those of our 
more experienced breihren in the ministry ; but, as 
we are taught not to despise the day of small things, 
it is to be presumed that all preachers of God’s good- 
ness and love will look witha cliaritable eye on our 
attempts to subserve the cause of gospel truth ; and, 
that our friends, generally, will pardon any inadver- 
tences which may be discovered in the efforts to bé 
submitted. Each sermon will contain a compendious 
view of the doctrinal and prectical teaching of the 
text, and will comprize the substance of the writers 
opinion as toits applicability tothe present and eter- 
nal condition of mankind. If any of our readers should 
discover in these essays, ideas which they have be- 
fore heard from the editor, in his ministerial labors, it 
is fondly expected that a reconsideration will be pro- 
ductive of no evil. With sentiments of unfeigned 
regard for all who may read and understand, we shall 
begin the series next week, and continue to publish 
jp one in each number, until other matter of greater in- 
terest shall claim the room devoted to their insertion. 


To our Subscribers.—We are frequently inquired 
of, by letter, to know how remittances can be made 
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order todo away the necessity and trouble of making 
or answering such inquines we give notice once for 
all, that any money transmitted either to the Printer 
or Editor, by mail, free of postage, may be consider- 
ed assent at our risk. We would hint to our friends 
that the Printer and paper-maker want money !— 


Correction. —An original anecdote which appear- 
ed in the seventh number of te Gospel Advocate 
should have been ¢redited to the Religious Inquirer. 
Ifother editors have given us credit for the article we 
hope they will correct the mistake.—Ed. Gos. Ado, 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
THE TRUTH AS IT IS. 

What do Universalists believe and publicly 
maintain ? : 

1. That there is One eternal, uncreated, 
self-existent Being, infinite in goodness, wisdom 
aud power, immortal, unchangeable and per- 
fect in his nature, and attributes ; whose name 
is Jchovah ; and who is the first great cause of 
all causes; the Creator, Father, Governor, 
Disposer, Preserver, Friend and Benefactor of 
the whole universe of worlds, beings and things ; 
and of all intelligent beings the perfect Lawgi- 
ver, just and merciful Judge, and the gracious 
Author and Giver of every good and perfect 

ift. 
: 2. That the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament are of divine authority and instruc- 





tion, containing a revelation of the will of Je- 
hovah towards man, both in law and gospel, 
and his determination concerning man’s final 
state and condition in futurity.; and that as 
such they are the rule and guide of faith and 
practice for man, and altogether profitable for 
doctrine, reproof, correction and instruction in 


righteousness. 

3. That Jehovah in creating mankind, de- 
signed that they should glorify their Creator 
and enjoy him for ever ; and to that end made 
them rational, social and accountable beings ; 
gave them a reasonable law, just such a one as, 
if obeyed, was wisely and graciously calculated 
and adopted to make them holy and happy ; 
and by that law mankind have been, are, or 
will be adequately rewarded and punished, ac- 
cording to their works, whether good or evil. 
‘ That man can only be happy, by being 
noly. 

5. That all men have sinned and come short 
of the glory of God, and have rendered'them- 
selves miserable, and that the whole world is 
guilty before God. ‘That there is however a 
distinction among mankind in respect to their 
moral character, some being so exceedingly 
sinful as to be denominated wicked, in contra- 
distinction from others who being comparative- 
ly holy are denominated righteous, notwith- 
standing all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God, and their own true interest and 
happiness, 


6. That mankind being sinners became un- 





reconciled to God,and are in a lost and wreteh- 

ed condition, captive under the thraldom of 
Satan, sin aud death, moral and natural ;—mo- 
ral death because of trespasses and sins, and 
natural death as the unavoidable effect or con- 
sequence of their peculiar earthly, dissoluble 
constiiution. That mankind being thus situa- 
ted, ignorant, foolish, sinful, miserable, lost and 
wretched, without God and without hope in 
the world, became incapable by any work, de- 
vice or righteousness of their own, to atone for 
sins already committed, to escape, from their 
miserable state and condition, and in short to 
save themselves either from sin or mortality, 
moral or natural death, and could be saved on~ 
ly by the grace and mercy of God. 

7.. That Jehovah, agreeably to his design in 
man’s creation, to wit—that men should glori- 
fy God and enjoy him forever, in his infinite 
wisdom and goodness laid a plan, the object of 
which was to effect the complete redemption 
of the human family from sin, mortality, and 
death, moral and natural, by rendering them 
holy, immortal and happy, ina state of resur- 
rection, through the elected and anointed Me- 
diator and High Priest, who should first be the 
representative of God to man, and secondly 
the head and representative of man before the 
throne of Jehovah. 

8. That Jesus Christ, the Son of Jehovah, 
is the elect of God'and anointed with the con- 
secrating unction of the Holy Spirit, to be the 
Saviour of the world ; that he is the express 
image of his Father’s person, the Mediator be- 
tween God and man, who manifested God and 
the will of God in the flesh, gave himself a ran- 
som for all, tasted death for every man, and 
was made the propitiation for the sins of the 
whole world ; that he was constituted for man 
a Prophet, High Priest and King, was raised 
from the dead to immortality, ascended into 
heaven, and sat down on the right hand of the. 
majesty on high, from henceforth expecting, 
until his enemies shall be made his footstool, 
there to reign in glory until he hath finished 
transgression, made an end of sin, destroyed 
death and swallowed it up in victory, brought 
in endless righteousness, made all men alive in 
himself and his heavenly nature, even as they 
have all died in Adam; and thus presented 
every man prefect before God the Father, who 
will then become all and in all; that all this, 
is by the divine appointment of Jehovah, and 
by his grace alone. 

9. That the gospel as preached to the pa- 
triarchs, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; by all 
the holy prophets of Ged ; by the angei to the 
shepherds ; by Jesus Christ and his holy apos- 
tles, is good news and glad tidings of great joy 
unto all peeple ; in that it is a proclamation of 
God’s love to all men, and his grace to all peo- 
ple; showing the abolition of moral and natu- 
ral death, and bringing life and immortality to 
light by Jesus Christ: In that it announces a 
time when the devil and ail his works shall 
have been destroyed, when the children of 
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men shall.ail have been redeemed from sip, 
mortality and death, and brought up to a state 
of immortal perfection, wherein they shall have 
an unending existence, will love God with all 
the heart and strength, and each other as them- 
selves, thus becoming entirely and completely 
holy and happy ; and finally in that it announ- 
ces the times of the restitution of all things, 
when the mystery of God shall be finished, 
and the grand consummation of his wise and 
gracious designs in favor of all his creatures ap- 
pear to his praise through all eternity, 

10. That the doctrine and gospel of Christ 
as expressed in the foregoing and in the scrip- 
tures, is commanded by Almighty God to be 
preached to every creature, accompanied with 
the positive declaration of Christ ; that whoso- 
ever believeth it not shall be damned, yea, that 
whosoever believeth not is damned already ; 
that God has commanded all men every where 
to repent of their sins, as well as to believe in 
Christ ; and that this doctrine and gospel and 
these commands and declarations, ought to be, 
and finally will be, universally preached, incul- 
cated and verified ; and that in the fulness of 
times all will believe, repent and be saved, 
both the fulness of the Gentiles and all Israel. 

11. That ali and every threatening of God 


or Christ, every curse, every promise and eve- | 


ry blessing recorded in the bible, according to 
their particular design and: application, have 
heen, are or will be effectually, entirely and 
completely verified and accomplished, togeth- 
er with every punishment and reward: and 
that all these are, and will be rendered subser- 
vient to the grand, wise and gracious designs, 
purposes of objects of God, in bringing all men 
to the knowledge of the truth, redeeming, sav- 
ing and blessing them to all eternity, in a state 
of resurrection, glory, immortality, holiness, 
perfection and happiness. 

12. That this gospel and doctrine, and these 
truths are clearly, forcibly and abundantly as- 
serted, proved and maintained in the holy 
scriptures, are purely consistent with the most 
enlightened reason, and ought te be every 
where preached, earnestly inculcated and de- 
. fended, and sincerely believed ; as being by 
infinite wisdom best calculated and adapted to 
the purpose of enlightening men to see, under- 
stand aud avail themselves of these moral priv- 
ileges, advantages and interests, which consist 
in the exercise and practice of true love to 
God with all the heart, and towards their neigh- 
bour as themselves. That this doctrine and 
gospel, and these truths are best adapted and 
most effectual} to deter, reclaim, reform and 
convert mankind from the errors of their ways, 
by means of true faith in God, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the gospel, and of genuine n- 
tance for sin; to induce mankind to the leve 
and practice of virtue and righteousness, and 
to encourage, build up and confirm them there- 
in; toimplant in the mind pure benevolence 
and charity to all mankind ; to cultivate and 
entarge every noble and exalted sentiment with- 





in the soul, and finally to comfort afid console 
the disconsolate and afflicted mourner, and the 
troubled, distressed and.desponding soul, 

13. That the grace of God. which bringeth 
salvation to all men, by which the love of God 
is commended to sinful man, and God is view- 
ed as the true, unchangeable friend and bene- 
factor of all his creatures, and his commands, 
requisitions and injunctions as given to man, 
are solely to promote their best good ;—that 
this grace and love of God teaches, “ that de- 
nying all ungodliness and every wordly lust, 
we should live soberly, righteously and godly 
in this present world” That it places the be- 
liever in the doctrine and gospel above expres- 
sed, under the strongest and most solemn ob- 
ligations to maintain good works, and holy 
lives and conversation ; and that those who 
practice wickedness and lead unholy lives, a- 
acm the light and knowledge whereof they 

ave been made partakers, bring upon them- 
selves the greater damnation and punishment, 
All these things Universalists sincerely believe 
and maintain publicly and privately, in the 
pulpit, from the press and in common conver- 
sation,— Christian Telescope. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


THE TEXTUARIES. 

The serap doctors or text expositors have, 
not only, very generally ebscured the words 
they proposed to illustrate, but they have made 
their office accessible to every novice, and in- 
troduced a band of “ public pteachers” that are 
a disgrace to the age in which we hive. Any 
body with, or without common sense, can be- 
come a scrap doctor. A man that can neither 
read nor speil can preach a sermon on a text or 
preach froma text. Iam authorized to state, 
as a well attested fact, that not long since, in 
the District of Columbia, hard by the capital of 
the United States, where all the heads of de- 
partments live, and all foreigners resort, a cer- 
tain textuary did take for his text the words of 
a wicked man, found in Matthew 25: the false 
accusation of the wicked servant who told his 
lord—“ Thou artan austere man.” This was 
the text. The preacher could not spell well, 
and he made it—* Thou art an vyster-man.”— 
But the misfortune was, “ he raised his whole 
doctrine” on the word Oyster. In his exordi- 
um, for he too was an orator, he told his audi- 
ence that his object was to shew how fitly the 
Saviour was compared to an oyster-man, or ad 
oyster-catcher. According his method was 1st. 

‘o shew the numerous points of coincidence or 
resemblance between his Saviour and an oyster 
man, 2d. To point out how suitably oysters 
represented sinners. 3d. To demonstrate how 
beautifully the tongs which the oyster-man uses 
to take up oysters represented “ ministers of 
the gos 1.” ‘4th. To prove that the oyster- 
man’s a8 is a fitemblem of the gospel, and 
of a “ gospel church” into which the oysters oF 
sinners are put when caught or converted.— 
His fifth head I have forgotten, but perhaps 't 





GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


’ 








was to shew how the cooking and eating of oys- 
ters represented the management and discipline 
of those sinners caught by those ministers of 
the gospel. He concluded with a few practi- 
¢al hints according to custom. 

What a happy mistake was this, and how for- 
tunate for the audience! And yet he was call- 
ed and sent of God to preach his gospel ! !! 

1 once heard, with my own ears, a pious tex- 
tuary, deliver an introductory sermon to an as- 
sembly of divines from the words of the devil, 
or from what was equivalent—the words of a 
damsel speaking from the impulse of a spirit of 
divination. ‘The soothsayer said of the apos- 
tles—“ These are the servants of the most high 
God which shew unto us the way of salvation.” 
He did not “stick so well to his text” as the a- 
foresaid textuary; for while the divining dam- 
sel applied her words to the apostles, the dé- 
vine preacher appropriated them to himself and 
such folks as the oyster expositor, 

A pious divine, who may, for aught know, 
be yet dubbed D. D. whose spirit within hi 
was vehemently moved at the knots of ribbon 
on the ladies’ bonnets, ransacked from Genesis 
to Jude for a text to afford a pretezt for giving | 
scope to the fervor of his soul against those ob- | 
noxious knots, found the following words— 
“Let him that is on the house top not come 
down.” Not being a perfect speller, though a 
good preacher, and wishing to have a text just 
to the point he selected these four words— 
“Top fot come down.” Procausa euphoniae 
he prefixed ak to the negative particle and con- 
verted it into a noun theological. His method 
was natural and easy—ist. He proposed, to ex- 
plain the top kots, 2, To give a divine com- | 
mand for their demolition, 3, To expatiate 
on the reasonableness of the injunction—come 
down. Ath. To denounce the eternal perdi- 
tion of the disobedient, He too, was a prea- 
cher who appropriated the words of Isaiah— 
“ How beautiful are the feet of them that pub- 
lish the gospel of peace, that bring glad tidings 
of good things.” He was sent of God, if we 
could believe him. 

Now, courteous reader, will you allow me to 
say what I am sure is a fact; thatI have heard 
hundreds ef sermons and read volumes of them, 
on texts and from the learned to, which, tho’ 
not so evidently ridiculous to every body, were 
really as absurd as the above.— Chris. Bap. 


MISSIONARY SPIRIT. 

The zeal for Missionary advancement has re-" 
ceived a most powerful shock, at the Cornwall 
School. Our pious friends have found itin the 
way of duty to contribute much of their sub- 
stance, and excite many exertions in favor of 
this cause. 

Some years since a school was instituted in 
the town of Cornwall, in Litchfield county, by 
charitable donations for the purpose of instruct- 


cieties in propagating the Gospel among the 
Heathen, in our ownland. Young Indians from 
the Cherokee and other nations,have been bro’t 
to this school, passed through a regular system 
of education, and returned with the high quali- 
fications of rin Mg “their kindred,” the 
Gospel of Christ, “ christian public,” as 


Tsome folks desire to be called, rejoiced over 


this establishment, as one peculiarly favored 
of God, and extended by His holy spirit. It has 
been the practice of the members of this “ chris- 
tian public” to resort”to Cornwall,and by a 
very illj course of conduct, caress, flatter 
and adore these young Indians, bestowing con- 
tinually presents of rich clothing, and gaudy 
appareltipon them. This has given to these 
tawney sons, a sort of consequence and pride, 
not altogether consistent with the humble pro- 
fessions of the penitent believer. 

By nature some of them are endowed with 
no small share of activity, and when united to 
cunning and intrigue, peculiarly characteristic 
of the Indian, they are enabled to ingratiate 
themselves into the society of many respectable 
families in the neighborhood. An instance 
happened about two years since, that one of 
these young converts, was artful enough to en- 
‘gage the affections of a Miss Northrop, of that 
town, and succeeded in marrying her.’ No in- 
cident more shocking could have taken place. 
Instead of civilizing and christianizing the suv- 
ages, this school is like to be the means of turn- 
ing our own civilized and christianized inhabi- 
tants into Savages. 

A clergyman was found vile enough to pros- 
trate the sacred trust reposed in him by the 
State, and celebrate a marriage of this couple.— 
All this was done to promote the missionary 
cause, This is not all. Within a few days 
past, ithas been discovered that another of these 
insinuating converts has stolen the heart of a 
young girl of that place, and is about to marry 
her. Miss Cold, who has thus fallen a victim 
to this missionary zeal, is about twenty years 
old, well educated, of respectable parents, and 
ardently pious. It is believed that this Savage 
Indian has found means to delude.this poor vic- 
tim, through the medium of high professions of 
religion, and before her friends were aware of 
the danger, obligations were entered into, seal- 
ed with Missionary enthusiasm, so strongly, 
that it is now perhaps impossible to break them 
up, and save this young lady ‘from utter ruin, 
and her family from the horrid consequences 
of seeing a beautiful girl united in the holy 
bands of matrimony, with a miserable Indian, 
and returning to a state of barbarism, with a Pap- 
pecs upon her back, and a broom stick in her 

and, taking shelter ina wigwam, and joining 
in the war whoop, against our own brethren. 

If consequences like these are to follow the 
establishment of a “Foreign Mission School” 
in Connecticut, we shall regret the means as 





ing young Indians, and initiating them into the 
doctrines of the Gospel, no doubt with the laud- | 
able view of aiding the various Missionary So- 


well as the consequences. Is there no way to 
prevent such disgrace, dishonor, degradation 
and immortality ? Where are the clergy and 
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the Magistrates, who dare encourage or con- 
summate such an impious transaction? Are 
they in Litchfield county! Then let them be 
immediately arraigned at the bar of public o- 
pinion, and receive their just sentence. 

Is there no ; oral sense left in community ? 
If there is, let it be called forth into immediate 
exercise. Send ihose young Indians back, for 
we rather meet them with their scalping knife, 
and tomahawk. Let the overseers of this sem- 
inary be dispersed, and the edifice which has 
thus been prostituted, be razed to the ground, 
and not one stone be left upon another. 

P. S.—Information has jusf been received 
that the surrounding inhabitants, became so in- 
censed against these proceedings, that a few 
evenings since, this Indian and white squaw 
were burnt in effigy, and some have been Se ir- 
religious as to rejoice that Mrs, Northup, who 
has been the mutual agent of these parties, was 
added to the group, and burnt with the others. 
Mrs. N. thought it prudent to leave the town. 


A young angel of distinction, being sent down 
to this world, on some business, for the first 
time, had an old courier spirit assigned him as 
a guide; they arrived over the sea of Martini- 
co, in the middle of the long day of obstinate 
fight betw@tn the fleets of Rodney and De 
Grasse. When through the clouds of smoke, 
he saw the fire of the guns, the decks covered 
with mangled limbs, and bodies dead or dying, 
the ships sinking, burning or blown into the 
air, and the quantity of pain, misery and des- 
truction, the crews yet alive were thus with so 
much eagerness dealing round to one another ; 
he turned angrily to his guide, and said, you 
blundering blockhead, your are ignorant ef 
your business; you 
me to the earth, and you have brought me 
into hell. No, sir, says the guide, I have 
made no mistake ; this is really earth, and these 
are men. Devils never treat on another in 
this cruel manner, they have more sense, and 
more of what men call humanity. —F'ranklin’s 
Letter. 


If you want enemies, excel others ; If you 
want friends, let others excel you. There isa 
diabolical trion, existing in the natural man, 
implacable, inextinguishable, co-operative, and 
censentancous, Pride, Envy, and Hate. Pride, 
that makes ‘us fancy we deserve all the —— 
that others possess : Envy, that some should 
be admired, while we were overlooked ; and 
Hate, because all that is bestowed on others, 
diminishes the sum that we think due to our- 


selves, 


The celebrated George Whitefield, an itin- 
- erant preacher, possessed of talents naturally 
popular, occasioned much excitement among 
all classes of people, Unfortunately nner of 
his followers were the votaries of, ridiculous 
fanaticism. They attributed to the miraculous 
operations of the Spirit, those wild ejaculations 


undertook to conduct }* 





which they emphatically termed “ crying out,” 
Poor Sambo, a tawny son of Africa, was induc- 
ed to attend a meeting, at which Mr, Whitefield 
was expected to officiate. Having procured a 
fine new suit, he accordingly went—was taken 
with the crying out, &c, A person finding 
him thus affected and rolling in a sheep enclo- 
sure, inquired the reason, © Massa! says 
Sambo, “ me can’t help it—Misser Whitefield 
preach.” Being told it was not he, he replied 
in amazement ; “ O dear, dear—daub my new 
coat all ober for mossing: Debil take de meet- 
ing.” 

He who maliciously takes advantage of the 
unguarded moments of friendship, is no farther 
from knavery, than the last moment of evening 
from the first of night.—Zavater. 

_—_—_ 





POETEY. 


I WILL SING PRAISE. 


TO KEEP A TRUE FAST. 
BY ROBERT HERRICK. 








The larder 
And clean 
From fat of veals and sheep ? 


Is this a fast,—to wy 
ean, 


Is it to quit the dish 
Of flesh, yet still 
To fill 

The platter high with fish ? 


Ts it to fast an hour,— 
Or ragg’d to go,— 
Or show 

A dovneast look and sour > 


No ; tis a fast, to dole 
Thy sheaf of wheat, 
And meat, 

Unto the hungry soul. 


It is to fast from strife, 
From old debate, 
And hate ; 

To circumcise thy life. 


To shew a heart grief-rent ; 
To starve thy sin, 
Not bin s— 

And that’s to keep thy lent. 


THE PHARISEE AND PUBLICAN. 
“ Two went up into the Temple to pray.” 


Two went to pray / Orather say, 
One went to brag, th’ other to pray. 


One stands up close, and treads on high, 
Where th’ other dares not raise his eye. 


One nearer to God’s altar trod, 
The other, to the altar’s God. 





